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and confidence in their Commander, and obey his orders
in a disciplined way. As the Fleet sailed, the Admiral
received a message, in which the French authorities told
him to go to Bizerta.

What reasons had Admiral Buiza to free himself from his
obligations? What caused this change of attitude?
Possibly in his decision to leave national waters he was
influenced by the General Commissar of the Navy,
Bruno Alonso, who remained loyal to Negrin's Govern-
ment. Were there some Communist Commanders who
were opposed to the Fleet's coming out, keeping to their
Resistance slogan? Information gathered from among
them shows that none of them made any resistance nor
influenced the mind of the Naval Chief to stay at his post,
so that, when the time came, they could use their ships for
taking out of Spain men who gave service to the cause of
the Republic and who had been judged and sentenced to
death. Such conduct would have meant no risk, since the
Nationalist Movement in Cartagena had been totally
stifled.
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